COMM NEWS – September 4, 2009

· Additional Changes to Spring Schedule
· You may qualify for Textbook Tax Credit!

· Seniors – Graduation Papers Due

· Graduation Meeting Slated

· Internship Meeting Slated

· Work Study Position Available

MORE SPRING CHANGES

Dr. Iverson has agreed to teach COMM 230, so despite comments to the contrary last week; we WILL offer 230 during spring semester.  And, to accommodate demand for COMM 460, Dr. Andrea Richards will teach an online section of 460 during the spring semester as well.

RECEIVE TAX CREDIT RELIEF FOR YOUR TEXTBOOKS

The recently launched Obama administration economic stimulus package includes a new Textbook Tax.  This new government program will now reimburse students for up to 100% of the cost of required textbooks and other course materials. For example, if you have out-of-pocket course material expenses or tuition and fees during 2009 or 2010 and no other financial grant aid covers those expenses; you would be able to claim the expenses as a credit. For each student the credit is limited to $2,500. 
       The stimulus bill creates the American Opportunity Tax Credit, which will credit 100% of a student’s first $2000 in tuition, fees, and course materials, and 25% of the next $2000.  The credit is also 40% refundable, so even if a student doesn’t owe taxes, he or she can effectively get a 40% rebate from the federal government for all tuition, fees and course materials. 
       For more information, you can check out www.textbookaid.org <http://www.textbookaid.org
GRADUATION PAPERS DUE

Seniors take note—if you plan to graduate in Spring, 2009, you must turn in your graduation papers to the Registrar’s office by Monday, October 5. However, they must be approved by the Department prior to your submitting them to the Registrar.  So, get those papers to Jan no later than MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28.

PLEASE BE SURE THAT YOU INCLUDE THE YELLOW GRADUATION CHECKLIST WITH YOUR GRADUATION PAPERS!!

GRADUATION MEETING
Please attend a brief meeting on Wednesday, September 16 at 5:00 in LA 302 to discuss completion of your graduation papers.  Approximately 75% of last year’s graduation papers were turned back because they were incomplete or filled out incorrectly.  You can avoid having to redo your papers if you attend this important meeting.

INTERNSHIP MEETING
Interested in an internship?  There will be an internship meeting on Wednesday September 9th in LA 302 from 5:00-5:30 p.m.   Dr. Greg Larson, our Internship Coordinator will host this meeting to provide details about internship opportunities and answer your questions.
Internships are a great way to gain valuable career experience and complete upper-division communication elective credits.  
It’s not too late to find an internship for this semester!
WORK STUDY HELP NEEDED
Communication Studies is still looking for a WORK STUDY student office helper.   This person does need Work Study allocation. We need someone to do general office duties such as errands, copying, data entry, filing, reception, etc.  The position would be 10-12 hours per week, during weekdays.  We can work with your class schedule. Please see Jan in LA 301 with your questions and to submit your application.  
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