
Ardipithcus ramidus 4.4 mya Ethiopia 

Australopithecus anamensis 4.2-3.8 mya  Kenya   

Australopithecus afarensis c. 4-3 mya  
 

“Lucy” Hadar, Ethiopia 3.6-2.9 mya 
 

Laetoli Footprints, Tanzania  3.6 mya 

Australopithecus africanus  
3-2.5 mya, South Africa GRACILE 

e.g. Raymond Dart’s “Taung child”  

Paran./Australopithecus aethiopicus  
2.7-2.3 mya, East Africa 

“Black Skull”     
ROBUST w/ sagittal crests 

Paran./Australopithecus boisei  
2.3-1.2 mya, East Africa 

Paranthropus/ 
Australopithecus robustus  
1.8-1.0 mya, South Africa 

P h y l o g e n y 
Simple Taxonomy of Hominids 

Homo habilis  2.5-1.5 mya   
South & East Africa/Olduvai) 
CREDITED w/ 1st stone tool use: 

OLDOWAN TOOLS 

Homo erectus 1.5mya -500kya   
Africa, Asia, Europe 

ACHEULIAN TOOLS (except for E/SE Asia) 

Archaic Homo sapiens   
500/300 kya   

Africa, Asia, Europe 

Homo heidelbergensis 
600-200 kya   
Africa, Europe 

Homo Neanderthalensis  
150-40  kya   

Europe & W Asia 

Anatomically Modern   
Homo sapiens   

150  kya   
Africa (& spread everywhere) 

Evolutionary Dead End? 

May be multiple species or 
just variation based on sexual 

dimorphism, etc. 

Uncertain 
Relationship 

Homo ergaster1.8 mya –1.3 mya  (often noted as erectus species) 
East Africa (Olduvai, Tanzania; Turkana, Kenya; Uganda; Ethio-
pia; Eritrea) and Swartkrans, South Africa) ACHEULIAN TOOLS  

? 

Homo antecessor 
750  kya   
Europe ? ? 

? 


