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Course Description

This seminar will provide a critical overview of selected issues in the field of medical anthropology – the study of human health, disease and healing in a cross-cultural perspective. It will include consideration of a range of theoretical and methodological approaches to various aspects of health, disease and medicine. In general terms the course has two principal emphases: 1) understanding the application of anthropological concepts and methods in medical settings; and 2) examining major issues and trends in contemporary theory and methodology.  The course is organized around several topics, including cultural conceptualizations of health, illness and risk; global health; the social and cultural construction of illness, drugs and pharmaceuticals; as well as mental health, gender, race, and ethnicity. Each student will develop their expertise in these areas through assigned readings and focused discussions and will expand their knowledge base by producing a research paper on an approved topic in medical anthropology. 

Course Requirements

	
	Points

	Active participation in discussions

	10

	Leading discussions 

	40

	Research paper
	40

	Professional presentation
	10


Discussions: Each student is required to read the materials assigned for each particular class period, to attend class and to engage in productive critical discussion. Your ability to articulate and analyze the reading materials and the ideas of your classmates in an in-depth fashion will be crucial to your success in this course. A portion of this grade will be determined by the instructor’s subjective assessment of the student’s performance of discussion guidelines. 

Students will also be evaluated on their discussion leadership performance. At least one student will be assigned the role of presenter for each class. This student will have a command of the assigned readings and organize and facilitate the class discussion. This will include providing productive, academic discussion questions to the class, presenting key concepts, and co-leading discussion with the instructor and any other assigned student presenters.
Each participant in this seminar will lead (or, in a few cases, co-lead) the discussion during at least three class sessions during the semester. As discussion leader, you are expected to briefly (no more than 10 minutes) summarize the reading(s) you were assigned, withholding any critical comments for the classroom discussion that follows. Pedagogically, I want us to find the value in each reading, rather than only looking for faults. As part of your role as discussion leader, you should printout a list of what you consider to be the major questions or issues for discussion raised by the reading(s) for each member of the class. In addition, this printout should highlight and define any special terms or concepts that are important in the reading. Your job is to systematically cover these questions and concepts during the course of the discussion, as well as facilitate the seminar more generally (e.g., keep the discussion focused, introduce questions, etc.). 

Everyone should be prepared to discuss the readings. The following questions can serve as a guide as you prepare for class: 

· What are the central issues or questions addressed?

· What terms or concepts are discussed?

· What conclusions or claims are made? 

· What evidence or data is offered to support these conclusions? 

· What are the strengths and weakness of these data in relation to others?

· What makes this case convincing or otherwise compelling? 

This seminar is intended to be an intellectual venue where we engage each other, courteously and constructively, in thoughtful discussions concerning anthropology and health. Everyone is expected to participate in these discussions, which are meant to be thought-provoking, focused and rigorous.

Research Paper: Your assignment is to write a professional quality scholarly research paper on an approved topic in medical anthropology. This paper will be similar in style and content to what one sees in an academic, peer-reviewed journal. The paper will not simply be descriptive, but analytically focused on issues, theory and/or methodology. Ideally, the final paper should be publishable.

 A complete assignment for this course component will consist of the following: 

1. An abstract and preliminary bibliography: Each student will submit a 150-250 word abstract that includes a descriptive title with a theme or topic name and a preliminary bibliography of up to eight references. 

2. A research paper: Each student will complete a research paper on a topic approved by the instructor. The body of this paper must be 22-25 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman or Arial font with 1-inch margins all around. Please spell and grammar check your document and provide a bibliography. The paper should conform to the American Anthropological Association style guide found at: http://www.aaanet.org/publications/style_guide.pdf 
Professional presentation: Each student will conduct a professional, academic oral presentation of 15 minutes in duration based upon their research paper.

Policies

Hard copies: Unless explicitly noted, all written assignments must be turned in as hard copies. Electronic submissions will not be accepted. 

Students with Disabilities: University policy states that it is the responsibility of students with documented disabilities to contact instructors during the first week of the semester to discuss appropriate accommodations to ensure equity in grading, classroom experiences, and outside assignments. The instructor will work with the student and the staff of the Disability Services for Students (DSS) to arrange accommodations. Students should contact Jim Marks in DSS (243.2373, Lommasson Center 154) for more information.

Email: Please conduct all class related email communications with me through your Grizmail account. 

Late assignments: Late assignments are not generally accepted. 

Course Supplement 

A web-based supplement for this class is available on Blackboard at: https://courseware.umt.edu/.

Technical Support for Blackboard is available at: http://www.umt.edu/xls/techsupport/default.aspx.  
Required Course Text

Nichter, M. 2008. Global Health: Why Cultural Perceptions, Social Representations, and Biopolitics Matter. University of Arizona Press. ISBN: 0816525749. 

	Schedule

	Week/Date
	Topics & Notes

	1/Sep 2
	Introduction to the Course

	2/Sep 9
	Cultural Conceptualizations of Health, Illness & Risk (Abstracts due)

	3/Sep 16
	Biocultural & Ecological Approaches to Health

	4/Sep 23
	The Body 

	5/Sep 30
	The Semantics of Illness & the Social Construction of Health

	6/Oct 7
	Globalization, Neoliberalism & Health

	7/Oct 14
	Pharmaceuticals

	8/Oct 21
	Mental Health

	9/Oct 28
	Gender & Health

	10/Nov 4
	Alcohol, Tobacco & Drug Use

	11/Nov 11
	Veterans’ Day Holiday

	12/Nov 18
	The Life Course

	13/Nov 25
	Thanksgiving Holiday 

	14/Dec 2
	Race, Ethnicity & Health Disparities

	15/Dec 9
	Global Health (Research papers due)

	16/Dec 15
	Presentations (Tuesday 3:20-5:20)


Complete lists of required readings for each week are available on Blackboard. 

Reading assignments for each week should be completed by the date outlined in this schedule.

This syllabus provides a general plan for the course.  Deviations may be necessary. 
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