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UNDERGRADUATE SYLLABUS

Course Description 

This course provides an introduction to the field of medical anthropology – the study of human health, disease and curing from a cross-cultural, historical, archeological, and evolutionary perspective. Societies throughout the world recognize certain bodily, emotional, and mental conditions as undesirable and in need of change. Individual and societal definitions of disease and responses to illness are shaped by biological characteristics, social dynamics, cultural values, and collective expectations. In this course we will examine various theories, methods, and frameworks in order to explore how health, illness, and healing are conceptualized and experienced in different cultures. Topics will include: medical ecology, cultural and political ecologies of disease, gender and health, medical systems as cultural systems, international health issues and programs, mental illness, and social definitions of health and illness. 

After successfully completing this course the student should be able to: 

1) Describe and analyze the interrelationships between human biological and sociocultural systems and several illnesses and diseases in different temporal and geographic settings; 

2) Compare and appraise core components of health systems, including etiology, diagnosis, help-seeking, treatment, evaluation of efficacy and effectiveness, and health care traditions and sectors in several different sociocultural settings; 

3) Distinguish and examine major theoretical and methodological approaches to health and disease in anthropology; 

4) Identify and relate several major contemporary issues in the anthropology of health and illness; and 

5) Understand and evaluate the contributions of applied anthropology in addressing health issues in multiple sociocultural settings. 

Course Requirements 

	

	Short assignments
	30 %

	Exams (best 2 out of 3) 
	40 %

	Critical book review
	30 %

	


Plus/minus grades will be assigned for this course. Final cumulative grades will be based upon the point totals for each of the requirements outlined above.  

Short assignments: Students are responsible for completing several short assignments over the course of the semester. Roughly one-half of these assignments will be conducted in class. There will be a total of approximately six short assignments. 

Exams: A portion of each student’s grade will be based upon the best scores from 2 out of 3 exams. This means that the last exam is optional, based on your satisfaction with your scores on the previous exams. Exams will consist of an objective, multiple choice questions and will cover material from lectures and readings. The last exam will be comprehensive. 

Critical review: Students are required to write a single integrated critical review of two books, “Unimagined Community” (Thornton) and ”AIDS and Accusation” (Farmer). This review must be approximately 2500 words in length, excluding the bibliography. All reviews are due at the beginning of our final regular class meeting. No late papers will be accepted but early papers are encouraged. Details regarding the structure and content of the review will be provided at a later date.

Policies 

Adds, drops, grade changes: University policies on drops, adds, changes of grade option, or change to audit status will be strictly enforced. These policies are described in the current catalog. Students should specifically note that after the 30th day of the semester, such changes are NOT automatically approved. They may be requested by petition, but the petition MUST be accompanied by documentation of extenuating circumstances. Requests to drop a course or change the grade basis to benefit a student's grade point average will not be approved.

Electronic devices: Cell phones, mp3 players, and other electronic devices should be turned off for the duration of class. Laptop users must sit in the first row of the classroom.

Attendance: Please be on time and notify me if you intend to leave early. Irregular attendance will result in a lower grade. 

Make-up exams: All students must take two out of the three scheduled exams. If an exam is missed, the student will receive no points. Because a student can miss one exam without penalty there will generally be no make-up exams. The only exceptions to this are those situations that fall under University policy which states that a make-up will be allowed in circumstances where a student can provide documentation that they are missing a scheduled exam because of their participation in a University sponsored activity, which includes field trips, ASUM service, music or drama performances, and intercollegiate athletic events. Individuals missing a scheduled exam because of military service or mandatory public service may also petition for a make-up. Any student requiring a make-up must notify the instructor in writing no less that a week before the scheduled exam and must provide official documentation regarding the reason for the absence in advance. If a make-up exam is approved it must be completed within one week of the original exam. 

Extra credit: There are no extra credit assignments offered in this course. 

Students with disabilities: University policy states that it is the responsibility of students with documented disabilities to contact instructors during the first week of the semester to discuss appropriate accommodations to ensure equity in grading, classroom experiences, and outside assignments. The instructor will work with the student and the staff of the Disability Services for Students (DSS) to make accommodations. Please contact Jim Marks in DSS (406.243.2373, Lommasson Center 154) for more information.

Email: Please conduct any class related email communications with me through your Grizmail account. 

Code of Conduct: All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code. The code is available for review online at http://www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/index.cfm/page/1321.

Required Texts 

	Brown, P. J., and R. Barrett (editors)

	2010
	Understanding and Applying Medical Anthropology, second edition. Mayfield Publishing. ISBN: 9780073405384. 


	Farmer, Paul

	2006
	AIDS and Accusation Haiti and the Geography of Blame, second edition. University of California Press. ISBN: 0520248392. 


	Thornton, Robert J. 

	2008
	Unimagined Community: Sex, Networks, and AIDS in Uganda and South Africa. University of California Press. ISBN: 0520255534.


Course Supplement 

A web-based supplement for this class is available on Blackboard at: https://courseware.umt.edu/.

Technical Support for Blackboard is available at: http://www.umt.edu/xls/techsupport/default.aspx.  

Course Topics and Schedule

	Week/Date
	Topics
	Reading Assignments

	1/Sep 1


	Introduction

What is Health?
	Brown et al., Medical Anthropology

Boyd Eaton et al., Stone Agers
Nesse, Darwinian Medicine

	2/Sep 8
	Medical Anthropology: A Short History 

Disease & Human Evolution
	Bogin, Tall & Short

Goodman, Gene’s Don’t Count

Jabolonski et al., Skin Deep

	3/Sep 15


	Bioarchaeology

History of Health
	Armelagos, Health and Disease

McKeown, Determinants of Health

	4/Sep 22


	Medical & Political Ecologies of Disease
	Brown, Cultural Adaptations

Farmer, Social Inequalities

Singer, Why is it Easier?

	5/Sep 29


	Ethnomedicine & Healers


	Foster, Disease Etiologies

Konner, Transcendental Medication
Blumhagen, White Coat

	6/Oct 6


	Belief & Healing
	Lèvi-Strauss, The Sorcerer’s

Moerman, Doctors & Patients
Hahn, The Nocebo

	7/Oct 13


	The Social Construction of Illness

Exam 10/13
	Waxler, Learning to be a Leper
Murphy, The Damaged Self
Hunt, Strategic Suffering

	8/Oct 20
	Biomedicine, Technology & the Body


	Rapp, Amniocentesis
Inhorn, Reproductive Technologies
Friese et al., Biological Clock

Lock, New Death

	9/Oct 27


	Culture, Illness & Mental Health
	Kleinman, Psychiatric Disorders
Rubel, Epidemiology of a Folk Illness

Ozawa-de Silva, Internet Suicide

	10/Nov 3
	Explanatory Models

Semantics of Illness
	Dressler, Ethnomedical Beliefs
CDC, Health Beliefs

	11/Nov 10


	Race, Ethnicity & Health
	Trotter, Lead Poisoning
Singer et al., Juan Garcìa

Liburd et al., Understanding Masculinity

	12/Nov 17


	Stigma 


	Becker, Coping with Stigma

Inhorn, Genital Herpes

Barrett et al., Stigma Influenza 
Farmer et al., AIDS

	13/Nov 24


	Gender & Health

Exam 11/24
Thanksgiving Holiday 11/26
	Martin, Medical Metaphors
West, Turn-Taking
Scheper-Hughes, Culture, Scarcity

	14/Dec 1


	Culture & Nutrition

Anthropology of Drug Use
	Dettwyler, Biocultural Approach

Brown et al., Obesity

	15/Dec 8


	International Health Issues Anthropology & Public Health

Book reviews due 12/10
	Nichter et al., Saving the Children

Kendall et al., Ethnomedicine 

Green, New Challenges

	16/Dec 14
	Exam (10:10am-12:10pm)
	


Reading assignments for each week should be completed by the date outlined in this schedule (i.e., the first class meeting of the week).

This syllabus provides a general plan for the course.  Deviations may be necessary and will be announced in class. 
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