Peer Editing Checklist (use this as a master to either photocopy or transcribe, and give your responses to each writer in your group.  Then each writer should hand in their peer editors’ filled-in copies with rough drafts.)

Editor’s Name________________________

Writer’s Name​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________

Assignment Name_____________________

1.  Write out the question, problem, or issue that this draft addresses.

2.  Write out the writer’s complete thesis statement.  (Note:  If you have trouble with 1 & 2, concentrate on helping the writer clarify the problem and thesis.)  Clarify whether the thesis sentence a) narrows the topic; b) makes an assertion about the topic; and c) previews the main points of the thesis as they outline the paragraphs.  

3.  Note with a wavy line in the margins any places where you get confused as a reader.  

4.  Write out your assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of the writer’s ideas.  Assuming that the teacher is interested primarily in the quality of thinking in a paper, how will the teacher respond to the ideas in this draft?  Where do you disagree with the writer?  

5.  Reread the draft, looking for quality of support for the assertion.  Does the writer offer sufficient details to support the argument (reasons, examples, quotations, textual references, personal examples)?  Does the writer need to research the text(s) more?

6.  Write out at least two things that you think are particularly strong about this draft.

7.  Make three or four directive statements recommending specific changes that the writer should make in the next draft.  

developed from several sources:  John C. Bean, Engaging Ideas: The Professor’s Guide to Integrating Writing, Critical Thinking, and Active Learning in the Classroom.  San Francisco:  Jossey-Bass, 2001; The Little, Brown Handbook; and others.    
