What is a Prospectus?  
For any research project large or small, building a prospectus helps to focus the process by the following steps.  It also offers room for conversation with your professors, peers, etc., during the process.  (Note that generally an “abstract” is written as a summary after a project is completed and is thus retrospective; while a prospectus looks forward (“pro-spect”) to the project and is thus flexible.  Yet the effort is to think it through as much as possible.)

Define 1) the topic

2) the research question (s).

Draft thesis statement in one sentence that


1) narrows the topic


2) makes an analytical assertion about the topic


3) previews the main points (general outline)

Rough outline in as much detail as possible.

Bibliography of works to be cited; preferably annotated
Paragraph or more explaining your interest and directions for the project.  
Working title

