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Post-Reconstruction America  
C. Vann Woodward, The Origins of the New South  
Edward L. Ayers, The Promise of the New South: Life after Reconstruction (2007)  
Robert Beisner, From the Old Diplomacy to the New, 1865 – 1900, 2nd ed. 
 
Gilded Age, Industrialization, Labor, and Immigration 
Alan Trachtenberg, The Incorporation of America: Culture and Society in the Gilded Age (2007) 
Robert H. Wiebe, The Search for Order, 1877 – 1920 (1967) 
Glenn Porter, The Rise of Big Business, 3rd ed. (2006) 
Charles W. Calhoun, ed., The Gilded Age: Perspectives on the Origins of Modern America (2007 
 [1996]) 
Alan Kraut, The Huddled Masses: The Immigrant in American Society, 2nd ed. (2001) 
Alfred Chandler, The Visible Hand 
Robert H. Wiebe, The Segmented Society 
Melvyn Dubofsky, Industrialism and the American Worker, 1865 – 1920 
Paul Carter, The Spiritual Crisis of the Gilded Age 
 
Progressive Era  
Olivier Zunz, Making America Corporate 1870 – 1920 (1992) 
Richard Wightman Fox and T.J. Jackson Lears, The Culture of Consumption (1983) 
Eric Arnesen, Black Protest and the Great Migration (2002) 
 
World War I 
David M. Kennedy, Over Here: The First World War and American Society (2004 [1980]) 
Thomas Paterson, American Foreign Policy, v.2 (pages?) 
N. Gordon Levin, Jr., Woodrow Wilson and World Politics 
William Appleman Williams, The Tragedy of American Diplomacy 
 
The Twenties 
Robert Murray, The Politics of Normalcy 
Stanley Coben, “A Study in Nativism: The American Red Scare, 1919 – 1920,” PSQ, LXXIX (March 
 1964): 52-75 
Arthur Link, “What Happened to the Progressive Movement in the 1920s?” AHR, LXIV (July 1959): 
 833-851 
George Marsden, Fundamentalism and American Culture, 141-164 
Ruth Schwartz Cowan, More Work for Mother, 151-191 
Paula Fass, The Damned and the Beautiful, ch. 6 
Jeffrey Ferguson, The Harlem Renaissance, 1-27 
William Appleman Williams, “The Legend of Isolationism in the 1920s,” Science and Society, XVIII 
 (Winter 1954): 1-20 
Akira Iriye, After Imperialism 
Lynn Dumenil, The Modern Temper 
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Joan Hoff Wilson, American Business and Foreign Policy 
 
Depression 
Joan Hoff Wilson, Herbert Hoover 
Caroline Bird, The Invisible Scar, ch. 1-3, 11, 13 
Anthony Badger, The New Deal: The Depression Years, 1933 – 1940, 11-41 
Nancy Woloch, Women and the American Experience, 439-452 
Catherine McNicol Stock, Main Street in Crisis, 1-16, 206-207 
Elliot Brownlee, Dynamics of Ascent, 409-418 
Robert Sklar, Movie-Made America, ch. 11 
Morris Dickstein, Dancing in the Dark 
 
New Deal 
Paul Conkin, The New Deal 
William Leuchtenberg, The Roosevelt Reconstruction: Retrospect 
Barton Bernstein, “The New Deal: The Conservative Achievements of Liberal Reform,” in Barton 
 Bernstein, ed., Towards a New Past 
Jim Powell, FDR’s Folly, Introduction 
John Kirby, “The Roosevelt Administration and Blacks,”  
Susan Ware, “Women and the New Deal,” 
Graham Taylor, “The Indian New Deal” 
Richard Pells, Radical Visions and American Dreams 
Alan Brinkley, Voices of Protest 
Ellis Wayne Hawley, The New Deal and the Problem of Monopoly, pp. 472 - 490 
 
World War II 
Paul Schroeder, The Axis Alliance and Japanese-American Relations, 200-216 
Robert Divine, Roosevelt and World War II 
Robert Dallek, Franklin D. Roosevelt and American Foreign Policy, 1932 – 1945 
Frederick Marks, Wind over Sand, 277-288 
Allan Winkler, Home Front: USA 
Leisa Meyer, “Creating GI Jane: The Regulation of Sexuality and Sexual Behavior in the Women’s 
 Army Corps During World War II,” Feminist Studies 18, no. 3 (Fall 1993): 581-596 
 
Cold War 
Thomas Paterson, On Every Front 
John Lewis Gaddis, Strategies of Containment, ch. 1-3 
Martin Sherwin, “The Atomic Bomb and the Origins of the Cold War,” AHR 78, no. 4 (October 1973): 
 945-968 
John Gaddis,, The Cold War: A New History 
 
Truman and the Fair Deal 
Richard Neustadt, “Congress and the Fair Deal: A Legislative Balance Sheet,” Public Policy, V (1954): 
 349-381 
Barton Bernstein, “America in War and Peace: The Test of Liberalism,” in Barton Bernstein, ed., 
 Towards a New Past, 289-312 
Alonzo Hamby, “The Vital Center, the Fair Deal, and the Quest for a Liberal Political Economy,” AHR 
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 77 (June 1972): 653-678 
Robert Donovan, Conflict and Crisis, ch. 1-3, 12, 13, 15, 18, 19, 22-25, 27, 31, 32, 37, 40 
Ellen Schrecker, The Age of McCarthyism, 1-94 
 
The Eisenhower Administration 
Michael S. Mayer, The Eisenhower Presidency and the 1950s, vii-xviii, 3-153 
Shirley Anne Warshaw, ed., Reexamining the Eisenhower Presidency 
Richard Immerman, “Eisenhower and Dulles: Who Made the Decisions?” Political Psychology, I 
 (Autumn 1979): 3-19 
Iwan Morgan, “Eisenhower and the Balanced Budget,” in Warshaw, ed., Reexamining the Eisenhower 
 Presidency, 121-132 
 
Post-War Society and Culture 
C. Wright Mills, The Power Elite (2000 [1956]) 
Michael S. Mayer, The Eisenhower Presidency and the 1950s, 157-226 
———, “By the Bomb’s Early Noir,” RAH 26 (1998): 778-785 
James Gilbert, A Cycle of Outrage, 3-23, 162-211 
Paul Gottfried, The Conservative Movement, 1-29 
Carol George, God’s Salesman, 128-154 
William Graebner, The Age of Doubt: American Thought and Culture in the 1940s 
 
New Frontier and the Great Society 
Bruce Schulman, Lyndon B. Johnson and American Liberalism, 5-123 
Henry Fairlie, The Kennedy Promise, ch. 1, 7, 10 
Thomas Paterson, Kennedy’s Quest for Victory, 3-23, 123-155 
G. Calvin Mackenzie and Robert Weisbrot, The Liberal Hour 
David Burner, John F. Kennedy and a New Generation 
Robert Dallek, An Unfinished Life 
 
Vietnam and the Sixties 
Bruce Schulman, Lyndon B. Johnson and American Liberalism, 125-165 
Allen Matusow, The Unraveling of America 
Rosalind Rosenberg, Divided Lives, ch. 6 
Rebecca Klatch, A Generation Divided, introduction, ch. 1, 4 
Peter Braestrup, The Big Story, ch. 15 
Peter Collier and David Horowitz, “Who Killed the Spirit of ‘68: or, The Day the ‘Ramparts’ Fell,” 
 Encounter (September/October 1985): 69-73 
Rick Perlstein, “Who Owns the Sixties?” Lingua Franca (May/June 1996): 30-37 
Mark Lytle, America’s Civil Wars, introduction 
Sara M. Evans, Personal Politics: The Roots of Women’s Liberation in the Civil Rights . . .  (1980) 
George C. Herring, America’s Longest War 
 
Nixon and the 1970s 
Christopher Lasch, The Culture of Narcissism (1979) 
Joan Hoff, Nixon Reconsidered 
Bob Woodward and Scott Armstrong, The Brethren, 165-189, 229-240 
Stanley Hoffman, “The Case of Dr. Kissinger,” New York Review of Books, 1979 
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Walter Isaacson, Kissinger, 760-767 
Robert Kagan, review of William Bundy, A Tangled Web: The Making of Foreign Policy in the Nixon 
 Presidency, in The New Republic, August 17 and 24, 1998 
James T. Patterson, Restless Giant, ch. 1, 3, 4 
Clark Mollenhoff, The President Who Failed, ch. 6-9 
Dennis Deslippe, “‘Do Whites Have Rights?’: White Detroit Policemen and ‘Reverse Discrimination’ 
Protests in the 1970s,” JAH 91, no. 3 (December 2004): 932-960 
Randall Rothenberg, The Neo-Liberals, 40-78, 147-207 
Gaddis Smith, Morality, Reason, and Power 
 
The Reagan Revolution and After 
James T. Patterson, Restless Giant, ch. 5-7, 10-12 
John Lewis Gaddis, The United States and the End of the Cold War, ch. 7 
Jonathan Rauch, “Father Superior: Our Greatest Modern President,” The New Republic, May 22, 2000, 
 22-25 
Lawrence Kaplan, “Trading Places: How the Democrats Became Hawks,” The New Republic, October 
 23, 2000, 23-27 
Robert J. Samuelson, “What the Boom Forgot,” The New Republic, May 3, 2004, 26-35 
Ahmed Rashid, “The Rise of Bin Laden,” NYROB, May 27, 2004, 19-22 
Jeffrey Goldberg, “The Usual Suspect,” The New Republic, October 8, 2007, 40-50 
Sam Tanenhaus, “Conservatism is Dead,” The New Republic, February 18, 2009, 12-17 
Kevin Shapiro, “Global Warming: Apocalypse Now?” Commentary, September 2006, 42-47 
Sean Wilentz, The Age of Reagan 
 
Culture and Society Since the 1970s 
James T. Patterson, Restless Giant, ch. 2, 8, 9 
Christina Hoff Sommers, Who Stole Feminism? 
Shelby Steele, The Content of Our Character 
Sandra Vance and Ray Scott, “Sam Walton and Walmart Stores, Inc.: A Study in Modern Southern 
 Entrepreneurship,” Journal of Southern History 58 (May 1992): 231-252 
Steven Levitt, Freakonomics, ch. 4 
Peter Sacks, Generation X Goes to College, ch. 11 
Christopher Lasch, The Revolt of the Elites and the Betrayal of Democracy (1995) 
Susan Jacoby, The Age of American Unreason 
Camille Paglia, Sex, Art, and American Culture (1992) 
Katie Roiphe, The Morning After: Sex, Fear, and Feminism (1993) 
Stephan Thernstrom and Abigail Thernstrom, America in Black and White 
 
America in the Post-9/11 World 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, The Grand Chessboard: American Primacy and its Geostrategic Imperatives 
 (1998) 
Steve Coll, Ghost Wars: The Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan, and Bin Laden, from the Soviet 
 Invasion to September 10, 2001 (2004) 
Ahmed Rashid, Descent into Chaos: The United States and the Failure of Nation Building in Pakistan, 
 Afghanistan, and Central Asia (2008) 
Andrew Bacevich, The Limits of Power 
 


