Become a Spanish Teacher!

On March 15, 2009 an article called “Where Education and Assimilation Collide” in The New York Times reported that schools in Utah and Georgia are recruiting Spanish teachers from Mexico to work with their increasing numbers of students from Latin America. In other words, there is a NEED for more Spanish teachers in the US!
At the University of Montana you can become a licensed Spanish teacher. 

Students preparing to teach Spanish at the middle or high school levels (license for grades 5-12) will declare a major in Spanish. They are advised within their major department(s) and, upon admission to the Teacher Education Program, they also are advised within the Department of Curriculum and Instruction regarding the requirements necessary to earn secondary licensure.  All secondary licensure students seek admission to the Teacher Education Program, usually at the end of the sophomore year, and complete course work required for licensure in Curriculum and Instruction and in their major content area(s). Applicants for Montana teaching licensure must: (1) satisfy all degree and licensure requirements as outlined below; and (2) be at least 18 years of age.  Information about the Teacher Education Program is available in the department office and online at: http://www.soe.umt.edu/

Assessment at Admission to the Undergraduate Teacher Education Program
Individuals seeking licensure to teach must apply for admission to the professional Teacher Education Program.  Admission is limited to approximately 125 elementary and 125 secondary candidates per year.  Deadlines for application are September 15 and February 15.  Individuals are eligible for consideration for admission if they have:
· been admitted to The University of Montana;
· completed at least 30 semester credits;
· earned a minimum cumulative GPA (including all transfer credits) of 2.75;
· demonstrated evidence of writing ability as in an application essay
· documented appropriate experience in working with children or youth;
· secured supportive recommendations from two faculty members; and
· presented results of a national fingerprintbased background check.
The Teacher Education Admission Application packet includes a policy and procedures handbook and is available from the UC Bookstore or can be downloaded from the website: http://www.soe.umt.edu/cni/.
Once admitted, licensure candidates must maintain a minimum GPA of 2.75 each semester to continue in the program. Candidates who interrupt their studies for more than two years are placed on inactive status and must request to resume their studies.
Degree-holding individuals are invited to submit transcripts for review to determine how previous course work applies.  They may earn a second baccalaureate degree and/or a teaching license, or they may combine elementary or secondary licensure with a masters degree.  They should enroll with the Admissions Office as “post-baccalaureate” unless pursuing a graduate degree.

Secondary Teaching Licensure Requirements (Grades 5-12)	
	To qualify for the Montana secondary teaching license, individuals must earn a BA degree from the University of Montana or other approved institution of higher education in the content area(s) they plan to teach at the middle and/or high school level. They also must complete the corresponding requirements for the teaching major/minor (see below). If the chosen major does not qualify as a single-field endorsement, individuals also must complete requirements for a teaching minor. All requirements listed below must be completed with a grade of C- or better. None of these courses may be taken credit/no credit except where that is the only grading option.	Candidates should seek advising from both the degree-granting departments and the Department of Curriculum and Instruction. Candidates are encouraged to complete licensure in more than one teaching field, even if the chosen field qualifies as a single-field endorsement. See the Teacher Education Policy handbook for additional information regarding the secondary licensure program.

Curriculum for Secondary Licensure
	First and Second Years
	Credits

	WRIT 101
	3

	PSYX 100S Introduction to Psychology
	4

	HHP 233 Health Issues of Children and Adolescents
	3

	Current Standard First Aid and CPR certificates or HHP 288/289
	0-3

	Native American Studies course
	3

	Electives, General Education and/or Courses in Major and/or Minor Teaching Field(s)
	Var

	Third and Fourth Years
	 

	*Block I:
	 

	C&I 200 Exploring Teaching through Field Experiences
	1

	C&I 303 Educational Psychology and Measurements
	3

	C&I 306 Instructional Media and Computer Applications
	3

	C&I 410 Exceptionality and Classroom Management
	3

	Block II:
	 

	C&I 301 or 302 Professional Field Experience: Grades K-8 or 9-12 (coreq with content area methods course)
	1

	C&I 427 Literacy Strategies in Content Areas
	3

	Teaching field(s) methods course(s)
	Var

	C&I 407E Ethics and Policy Issues
	3

	C&I 482 Student Teaching: Secondary
	14

	C&I 494 Professional Portfolio
	1


* Candidates are encouraged to enroll concurrently in the courses listed as "blocked" in each of two professional semesters. They add other courses as desired or necessary to complete a full semester course load. This blocked format allows for integration of curriculum, modeling of cooperative learning and collaborative teaching, and corresponding developmental field experiences.
Spanish major requirements
	Spanish 101 through 202 or equivalent. At least 30 credits of upper–division courses in Spanish, including 301, 326, 331 and three 3–credit courses at the 400 level (not Span 408). Students seeking the endorsement in the extended major teaching field of Spanish must take SPNS 400 and SPNS 408 (see next section). Therefore, these students should take a minimum of two 3-credit literature courses at the 400-level in addition to SPNS 400 and 408. All Spanish majors must complete MCLG 315L, “Major Hispanic Authors,” in addition to the 30 hours in upper–division Spanish courses. The sequential order of the following required courses must be followed: 326L and 331L before any 400–level literature course; 301 before 408. Students are required to maintain a minimum overall GPA of 2.5 in all upper–division courses presented in fulfillment of requirements for the Spanish major. The Upper–division Writing Expectation must be met by successfully completing an upper–division writing course from the approved list in the Academic Policies and Procedures section of the UM course catalog.  See index.
	Spanish majors interested in Spanish–American literatures and cultures are encouraged to take MCLG 100H, 3 cr., Introduction to Latin American Studies, a requirement for students wishing to obtain the Latin American Studies minor. Students majoring in Spanish are also encouraged to check listings in anthropology, art, history, political science, sociology and other disciplines for additional courses that will fulfill the Latin American Studies minor.  Students wishing to improve their facility in Spanish and earn credit toward their Spanish major or minor may wish to consider the Spanish section’s study abroad programs offered each spring semester in Mexico or Spain. (Contact the Department of Modern and Classical Languages and Literatures for further information on either the Latin American Studies minor or study abroad programs.)
Extended Major Teaching Field of Spanish: For an endorsement in the extended major teaching field of Spanish, a student must complete the requirements for the B.A. with a major in Spanish (see above) including SPAN 301, 305, 400, 408 and MCLG 410. Note that Ling 270 or 470 (470 recommended) is a pre-requisite for SPNS 400. Study in a Spanish language country, provided either through the University's Study Abroad Program[footnoteRef:2] or an experience considered equivalent, also is required. Spanish qualifies for a single field endorsement. However, there is a limited demand in the majority of Montana high schools for teachers with a single endorsement in Spanish. Students are encouraged to complete the requirements for a second teaching endorsement (major or minor) in another field in more demand in high schools. [2:  The Spanish Section has a faculty-led Study Abroad Program each spring. Spring 2010 students are going to Oaxaca, Mexico with Professor Naomi Shin.] 

Minor Teaching Field of Spanish: For an endorsement in the minor teaching field of Spanish, a student must complete SPAN 101–102, SPAN 201–202, SPAN 301, 305, SPAN 326 or 331, SPAN 400 and MCLG 410. Study in a Spanish–language country, provided either through the University’s Study Abroad Program or an experience considered equivalent, also is required.

Notes on course numbers (effective Fall 2009): 
SPNS 301 = Spanish: Oral and Written Expression
SPNS 305 = Spanish Phonetics 
SPNS 326 = Contemporary Spanish Literature
SPNS 331 = Contemporary Latin American Literature
SPNS 400 = Spanish Applied Linguistics
MCLG 410 = Methods of Teaching Foreign Languages
Ling 270 = Introduction to Linguistics
Ling 470 = Introduction to Linguistic Analysis
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