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When Ted finishes explaining his recommendationetliea long, awkward silence.
Finally, he turns to Alice and asks her to say vdie thinks they should tell the
physicians. “Well..., I...1,” she stammers, and bedgmsry. Alice and her mother have
been particularly close, having had common expeegerhat neither of Elsie’s two sons
could share. Elsie took a particular interest ieéds handicapped son, and was very
sympathetic and supportive until suffering herlstto This situation is more difficult for
her than for Ted or Ron.

“Perhaps it would help if | were to speak before gim,” Ron offers, putting his
arm around his sister. Alice readily accepts bisstderate offer.

Unlike Ted and Alice, Ron has had a course in sthicfact, he had two, a general
introduction to ethics in which he read Mill, Kaamid Aristotle, and a business ethics
course. He took the first course only becauseag mequired, and did not like it, just as
he expected. He thought that Mill was right alitwetchief good, but didn’t like his
intellectualism. Kant was particularly distastefiol him, though the only thing he
remembered well from the course was part of aflio Kant, “...the stern command of
duty.” “Just what you would expect from a Germamg”’had thought at the time.
Business ethics had made much more sense to hemgethe basic theme of the course
had been that doing the right thing is good foritess.

Ron went into the military to earn enough monegado a good school for an
MBA, and to build his resume for a future businesieer by traveling internationally
and perhaps picking up some knowledge of a forleigguage. He expected to dislike
the military culture intensely, but believed thatdould put up with it for four years in
peacetime. Unfortunately, shortly after his entistt the Irag war began and Ron has
spent most of the last year in Iraq as a forwarskoker for naval air operations.

Ron’s military experience--his experience in lragpecially--has changed him.
Whereas he formerly doubted the existence of ight and wrong, and good and evil (he
always put these terms in quotation marks in hilkege papers), and he had been
confident that moral and political problems wersilgasolved by simply being
reasonable, he had now become a morally serious Manyear at life’'s raw edge had
brought him face to face with undeniable wrongsl, silown him, too, some undeniably
good things. He has suffered moral anguish owéingan air strikes from his carrier,
knowing that it was likely that innocent people wbaften be injured or killed, but that
his own comrades and other innocent parties wokedlylsuffer the same fate if there
were no air support. He has also gained a hegdigpect for “...the stern command of
duty.”

As it happened, one of Ron’s fellow officers, E&imvas a philosophy graduate
who had written a senior thesis on Kant’s ethigen he confessed his moral anguish
to her she loaned him a copyrdundations of the Metaphysics of Morals and they have
been reading and discussing it together. Ron éagrbe a Kantian.

Write Ron’s recommendation and supporting argunfarim.
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