PSCI 210 Learning Objectives and Outlines for the Wilson and DiIulio American Government, 11/e Textbook 

Please note that you can use The Essentials edition of this book, 9/e or 10/e. The chapters are not in the same sequence in the 9/e; those using the 9/e will have to adjust their reading to match this study guide.

Professor Greene 

You should be familiar with all of these areas for the exams. After completing the readings, which are enforced and expanded upon in the lectures, you should be able to easily recognize the following points about American National Government. 

PART 1 The Background of American National Government: Who Governs?  The Founding Period and the Constitution, Federalism, Political Culture, Public Opinion, Campaigns and Elections, Political Parties, Interest Groups, and the Media.  Also included are Civil Rights and Civil Liberties –Chapters 1-12.

Chapter 1 Outline: The Study of American Government
WHAT IS POLITICS? WHAT IS POLITICAL POWER? 

WHAT IS DEMOCRACY?

DIRECT VERSUS REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY: WHICH IS BEST?

HOW IS POWER DISTRIBUTED IN A DEMOCRACY? 

Four Theories of Who Governs? 

POLITICAL CHANGE

FINDING OUT WHO GOVERNS 

Chapter 2 Outline: The Constitution (and the Founding Period)
THE PROBLEM OF LIBERTY 

The Colonial Mind
The Real Revolution
Weaknesses of the Confederation 

THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

The Lessons of Experience 

State Constitutions
Shay's Rebellion 
The Framers


THE CHALLENGE 

The Virginia Plan
The New Jersey Plan
The Compromise 

THE CONSTITUTION AND DEMOCRACY 

Key Principles
Government and Human Nature 

THE CONSTITUTION AND LIBERTY 

The Antifederalist View
Need for a Bill of Rights
The Constitution and Slavery 

THE MOTIVES OF THE FRAMERS 

Economic Interests at the Convention
Economic Interests and Ratification
The Constitution and Equality 

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM-MODERN VIEWS 

Reducing the Separation of Powers
Making the System Less Democratic
Who Is Right? 

Chapter 3 Outline: Federalism 
GOVERNMENTAL STRUCTURE 

Federalism: Good or Bad?
Increased Political Activity 

THE FOUNDING 

A Bold, New Plan
Elastic Language 

THE DEBATE ON THE MEANING OF FEDERALISM 

The Supreme Court Speaks
Nullification
Dual Federalism
State Sovereignty 

FEDERAL-STATE RELATIONS 

Grants-in-Aid
Meeting National Needs
The Intergovernmental Lobby
Categorical Grants versus Revenue Sharing 

THE SLOWDOWN IN "FREE" MONEY 

Rivalry Among the States 

FEDERAL AID AND FEDERAL CONTROL 

Mandates
Conditions of Aid 

A DEVOLUTION REVOLUTION? 

Block Grants for Entitlements
What's Driving Devolution? 

CONGRESS AND FEDERALISM 

Chapter 4 Outline: American Political Culture
POLITICAL CULTURE 

The Political System
The Economic System
The Role of Values (from lecture) 

COMPARING AMERICA WITH OTHER NATIONS 

Political System
Economic System
The Role of Religion 

THE SOURCES OF POLITICAL CULTURE 

The Culture War 

MISTRUST OF GOVERNMENT

POLITICAL EFFICACY

POLITICAL TOLERANCE 

Chapter 5 Outline: Civil Liberties
POLITICS, CULTURE, AND CIVIL LIBERTIES
                    Rights in Conflict
                    Policy Entrepreneurs
                    Cultural Conflicts 

 INTERPRETING AND APPLYING THE FIRST AMENDMENT 
                    Speech and National Security 

 WHAT IS SPEECH?
                    Libel
                    Obscenity
                    Symbolic Speech 

 WHO IS A PERSON?  

 CHURCH AND STATE 

 THE FREE-EXERCISE CLAUSE

 THE ESTABLISHMENT CLAUSE 

 CRIME AND DUE PROCESS 
                The Exclusionary Rule
                Search and Seizure
                Confessions and Self-Incrimination
                Relaxing the Exclusionary Rule 

Although the OUTLINES correspond to specific learning objectives, samples of more specific objectives are provided below for the chapter on civil liberties.  

After reading and reviewing the material in this chapter you should be able to: 

1. Discuss the relationship of the Bill of Rights to the concept of democratic rule of the majority, and give examples of tension between majority rule and minority rights. Explain how the politics of civil liberties may at times become a mass issue, and offer several examples. 

2. Explain how the structure of the federal system affects the application of the Bill of Rights. How has the Supreme Court used the Fourteenth Amendment to expand coverage in the federal system? Discuss changing conceptions of the due-process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. 

3. List the categories under which the Supreme Court may classify "speech." Explain the distinction between "protected" and "unprotected" speech and name the various forms of expression that are not protected under the First Amendment. Describe the test used by the Court to decide the circumstances under which freedom of expression may be qualified. 

4. State what the Supreme Court decided in Miranda v. Arizona, and explain why that case illustrates how the Court operates in most such due-process cases.

Chapter 6 Outline: Civil Rights
THE BLACK PREDICAMENT

THE CAMPAIGN IN THE COURTS 

"Separate but Equal"
Can Separate Schools Be Equal?
Brown v. Board of Education 

Implementation
The Rationale
Desegregation versus Integration 

THE CAMPAIGN IN CONGRESS

WOMEN AND EQUAL RIGHTS 

Sexual Harassment
Abortion
Affirmative Action 

Equality of Results
Equality of Opportunity 

Chapter 7 Outline: Public Opinion  
WHAT IS PUBLIC OPINION?

THE ORIGINS OF POLITICAL ATTITUDES 

The Role of the Family
Religion
The Gender Gap
Schooling and Information 

CLEAVAGES IN PUBLIC OPINION 

Social Class
Race and Ethnicity
Region 

POLITICAL IDEOLOGY 

Consistent Attitudes
What Do Liberalism and Conservatism Mean?
Various Categories: Libertarians, Populists, Neoconservatives, and Neoliberals
Analyzing Consistency
Political Elites
Is There a “New Class?” 

POLITICAL ELITES, PUBLIC OPINION, AND PUBLIC POLICY 

Chapter 8 Outline: Political Participation
A CLOSER LOOK AT NONVOTING

THE RISE OF THE AMERICAN ELECTORATE 

From State to Federal Control
Voter Turnout. Why do people vote? 

WHO PARTICIPATES IN POLITICS? 

Forms of Participation
The Causes of Participation
The Meaning of Participation Rates 

Chapter 9 Outline: Political Parties
PARTIES-HERE AND ABROAD 

Political Culture 

The Responsible Party Model

THE RISE AND DECLINE OF THE POLITICAL PARTY 

The Founding
The Jacksonians
The Civil War and Sectionalism
The Era of Reform 

THE NATIONAL PARTY STRUCTURE TODAY 

National Conventions 

THE STATE AND LOCAL PARTIES 

The Machine
Ideological Parties
Solidary Groups
Sponsored Parties
Personal Following 

THE TWO-PARTY SYSTEM

MINOR PARTIES

NOMINATING A PRESIDENT 

Are the Delegates Representative of the Voters?
Who Votes in Primaries?
Who Are the New Delegates? 

PARTIES VERSUS VOTERS 

Chapter 10 Outline: Campaigns and Elections
PRESIDENTIAL VERSUS CONGRESSIONAL CAMPAIGNS 

Running for President 

Money
Organization
Strategy and Themes 

PRIMARY VERSUS GENERAL CAMPAIGNS 

Two Kinds of Campaign Issues
Television, Debates, and Direct Mail 

MONEY 

The Sources of Campaign Money
Campaign Finance Rules
The Effects of the 1974 Reforms
Campaign Finance Reform
Money and Winning 

WHAT DECIDES THE ELECTION 

Party
Issues, Especially the Economy 

Prospective Voting
Retrospective Voting 

The Campaign
Finding a Winning Coalition 

ELECTION OUTCOMES 

Party Realignments
Party Decline 

THE EFFECTS OF ELECTIONS ON POLICY 

Chapter 11 Outline: Interest Groups
EXPLAINING PROLIFERATION

THE BIRTH OF INTEREST GROUPS

KINDS OF ORGANIZATIONS 

Institutional Interests
Membership Interests
Incentives to Join
The Influence of the Staff 

INTEREST GROUPS AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 

The Environmental Movement
The Feminist Movement
The Union Movement 

FUNDS FOR INTEREST GROUPS 

Foundation Grants
Federal Grants and Contracts
Direct Mail 

THE PROBLEM OF BIAS

THE ACTIVITIES OF INTEREST GROUPS 

Information
Public Support: The Rise of the New Politics
Money and PACs
The "Revolving Door"
Trouble 

WHO OWNS DEMOCRACY? IS THERE TOO MUCH MONEY IN POLITICS?

REGULATING INTEREST GROUPS 

Chapter 12 Outline: The Media
JOURNALISM IN AMERICAN POLITICAL HISTORY

THE PARTY PRESS

THE POPULAR PRESS

MAGAZINES OF OPINION

ELECTRONIC JOURNALISM 

Television, Radio, and The Internet 

THE STRUCTURE OF MEDIA 

Degree of Competition
The National Media 

Gatekeeper
Scorekeeper
Watchdog 

RULES GOVERNING THE MEDIA 

Confidentiality of Sources
Regulating Broadcast
Campaigning 

THE EFFECTS OF THE MEDIA ON POLITICS

GOVERNMENT AND THE NEWS 

Prominence of the President
Coverage of Congress 

INTERPRETING POLITICAL NEWS 

Are News Stories Slanted?
Why Do We Have So Many News Leaks?
Sensationalism in the Media
Government Constraints on Journalists 

Midterm Exam after Chapter 12

PART 2 The Institutions of American Government: The Congress, The Presidency, The Bureaucracy (Public Administration), The Judiciary, and The Public Policy Process. Chapters 13 – 17 are included on Exam 2. 
Chapter 13 Outline: Congress
THE EVOLUTION OF CONGRESS 

Phase One: The Powerful House
Phase Two: A Divided House
Phase Three: The Rise of a Powerful Speaker
Phase Four: The Revolt Against the Speaker
Phase Five: The Empowerment of Individual Members
Phase Six: The Return of Leadership
The Future?
The Evolution of the Senate 

WHO IS IN CONGRESS? 

Sex and Race
Incumbency
Party 

GETTING ELECTED TO CONGRESS 

Determining Fair Representation
Majority-Minority Districts
Winning the Primary
Do Members Represent Their Voters?
Representational View
Organizational View
Attitudinal View
Ideology and Civility in Congress 

THE ORGANIZATION OF CONGRESS: PARTIES AND CAUCUSES 

Party Organization of the Senate
Party Structure in the House
The Strength of Party Structures
Party Unity
Caucuses 

THE ORGANIZATION OF CONGRESS: COMMITTEES

THE ORGANIZATION OF CONGRESS: STAFFS AND SPECIALIZED OFFICES 

Tasks of Staff Members
Staff Agencies 

Congressional Research Service (CRS)
General Accounting Office (GAO)
Office of Technology Assessment (OTA)
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) 

HOW A BILL BECOMES LAW 

Introducing a Bill
Study by Committees
Floor Debate—The House
Floor Debate—The Senate
Methods of Voting 

REFORMING CONGRESS 

Representative or Direct Democracy?
Proper Guardians of the Public Weal?
A Decisive Congress or a Deliberative One?
Imposing Term Limits
Reducing Powers and Perks 

Fencing in the Frank
Placing Congress Under the Law
Trimming the Pork 

ETHICS AND CONGRESS

Chapter 14 Outline: The Presidency
PRESIDENTS AND PRIME MINISTERS 

Presidents Are Often Outsiders
Presidents Choose Cabinet Members from Outside Congress
Presidents Have No Guaranteed Majority in the Legislature 

What are the qualifications to be president?

DIVIDED GOVERNMENT 

Does Gridlock Matter?
Is Policy Gridlock Bad? 

THE EVOLUTION OF THE PRESIDENCY 

Concerns of the Founders
The Electoral College
The President's Term of Office
The First Presidents
The Jacksonians
The Reemergence of Congress 

THE POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT

THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

The White House Office
Executive Office of the President
The Cabinet
Independent Agencies, Commissions, and Judgeships 

WHO GETS APPOINTED

PRESIDENTIAL CHARACTER

THE POWER TO PERSUADE 

The Three Audiences
Popularity and Influence
The Decline in Popularity 

THE POWER TO SAY NO 

Veto
Executive Privilege
Impoundment of Funds 

THE PRESIDENT'S PROGRAM 

Putting Together a Program
Attempts to Reorganize 

PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION 

The Vice President
Problems of Succession
Impeachment 

HOW POWERFUL IS THE PRESIDENT? 

Chapter 15 Outline: The Bureaucracy
DISTINCTIVENESS OF THE AMERICAN BUREAUCRACY

THE GROWTH OF THE BUREAUCRACY 

The Appointment of Officials
A Service Role
A Change in Role: The Bureaucratic State
THE FEDERAL BUREAUCRACY TODAY 

Recruitment and Retention 

The Buddy System
Firing a Bureaucrat
The Agency's Point of View 

Personal Attributes
Do Bureaucrats Sabotage Their Political Bosses?
Culture and Careers
Constraints 

Why So Many Constraints? 

Agency Allies 

CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT 

The Appropriations Committee and Legislative Committees
The Legislative Veto
Congressional Investigations
An Overview of Public Budgeting   
BUREAUCRATIC "PATHOLOGIES"

REFORMING THE BUREAUCRACY 

Chapter 16 Outline: The Judiciary
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FEDERAL COURTS 

National Supremacy and Slavery
Government and the Economy
Government and Political Liberty
The Revival of State Sovereignty 

THE STRUCTURE OF THE FEDERAL COURTS 

Selecting Judges 

Senatorial Courtesy
The "Litmus Test" 

THE JURISDICTION OF THE FEDERAL COURTS

GETTING TO COURT 

Fee Shifting
Standing
Class-Action Suits 

THE SUPREME COURT IN ACTION

THE POWER OF THE FEDERAL COURTS 

The Power to Make Policy
Views of Judicial Activism
Legislation and the Courts 

CHECKS ON JUDICIAL POWER 

Congress and the Courts
Public Opinion and the Courts 

Chapter 17 is an overview of the public policy process. This chapter will be included on Exam 2.

Chapters 18 - 20 in the full edition of the textbook are about specific public policies; these chapters are not used in this section of PSCI 210 and are not included in The Essentials editions



The OUTLINE provide here (notwithstanding a few modifications) corresponds to the lectures. 
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